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FAQ: 
Draft Stormwater Ordinance 

 
Q: Why is the City looking at revising the current stormwater ordinance? 

A: The City of Columbia has been under a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
permit issued by S.C. DHEC under the Federal Clean Water Act since January 25, 2010. The 
permit required the City have the authority to enforce certain regulations that protect our local 
waterways (ex. rivers, creeks, streams, etc.) from pollution that could enter from storm drains, 
catch basins and other structures that carry stormwater. Without this authority, the City could be 
considered out of compliance with its MS4 permit and subject to fines and other enforcement 
actions. The City has been given an extended deadline of December 25, 2011 to pass 
ordinances that would give it the authority to enforce the conditions of its permit. 

 
Q: What does the draft stormwater ordinance cover? What is the City expected to be able 
to enforce based on its S.C. DHEC issued MS4 permit? 

A: The draft stormwater ordinance includes language that would: 
● Give City stormwater inspectors the authority to inspect properties and stormwater 

structures for their potential to contribute to runoff pollution; 
● Give City stormwater inspectors the authority to require property owners, their tenants 

or anyone doing things that contribute to runoff pollution to fix any problems they 
cause; 

● Give City stormwater inspectors the authority to investigate illicit discharges or illegal 
dumping into the City's storm sewer system and enforce any rulings against people 
involved in these illegal activities; 

● Allow the City stormwater engineer to issue stormwater permits to developers that 
require adherence to water quality standards outlined in the City's Stormwater Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Manual. 

 
Q: Who will be affected by revisions to the City's stormwater ordinance? 

A: Those seeking new land disturbance permits for 5,000 sq. ft. or more would be affected by 
the revisions. Some industries that do work which has the potential to contribute to runoff 
pollution would also be affected. 

 
Q: What feedback has the City gotten on the draft stormwater ordinance presented to 
City Council? 

A: The City's stormwater staff worked with the City's legal review staff to develop compliance 
and enforcement language for a preliminary draft consistent with the MS4 permit and other City 
obligations. 
 
The City then contracted with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under their Planning 
Assistance to the States program to facilitate public input through a series of work sessions 
between September and December 2011. 
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Q: What type of public input was solicited in the draft stormwater ordinance presented to 
City Council? 

A: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers representative invited over fifty (50) stakeholder groups to 
the work sessions. These groups included land developers, environmental groups, state 
agencies, commerce organizations and others. The language in the draft stormwater ordinance 
that was submitted to City Council on November 16, 2011 for the first reading reflects input 
received during those input groups 

 
Q: You already had the first City Council reading of the draft stormwater ordinance; I 
would like to make comments about the draft stormwater ordinance before the second 
City Council reading. Can I still give my input on the draft stormwater ordinance? 

A: Absolutely! The City will be hosting three more public meetings to give the public another 
opportunity to give their input on the draft stormwater ordinance. These meetings will be held as 
follows: 

Location: 701 Whaley St. 
Dates & Times: 

Tuesday, November 29 – 1 pm to 3 pm 
Tuesday, December 6 – 4 pm to 6 pm 
Tuesday, December 13 – 1 pm to 3 pm 

You can also submit your comments until 5:00 PM, December 13, via e-mail to 
stormwater@columbiasc.net. 

 
Q: I am interested in the City's water quality regulations. Where are they? Will they be 
found in the draft stormwater ordinance? 

A: The City's draft ordinance does not include technical language on how water quality 
regulations can be met. Instead, the City is keeping technical specifications for meeting water 
quality in the City's Stormwater BMP Manual. By keeping the technical requirements separate 
from the ordinance language, the City can quickly update the BMP Manual as technology 
advances. 

 
Q: How often will the City's stormwater ordinance be reviewed? 

A: The City will review its stormwater ordinance at least every five (5) years as is required by the 
MS4 permit. 

 
Q: How often will the City's Stormwater BMP Manual be updated? 

A: The Stormwater BMP Manual will be updated as new technologies are introduced and proven 
effective in protecting water quality to a given standard. 

 
Q: What will the water quality standard be based on? 

A: At a minimum, the City will be required to meet water quality standards outlined in State 
Regulations 72-300, The State Construction General Permit and the Federal Clean Water Act. 


