
Discussions at the December 6, 2011 Stormwater Public Input Session 
 
The meeting began with an overview of our permit requirements and the necessity to 
update our current Stormwater Ordinance. The first reading of the proposed Stormwater 
Ordinance occurred at the November 22, 2011 council meeting.  The final reading will be 
held at the December 20, 2011 council meeting.  Key points from the November 29th 
meeting were discussed. Below is a summary of questions and answers from the 
December 6th meeting. 
 
Discussion Point: Entitled Property definition was reviewed at the last meeting and 
adjusted to address public concerns.  The definition describes property that is exempt 
from the new ordinance. Since the November 29th meeting, a “sunrise” clause was added 
to include only properties under the definition from January 1, 2006 to the adoption of the 
ordinance. 
Q: How was the time frame determined? 
A: Representatives from both environmental groups as well as development groups met 
to review the definition. It was agreed the decline of the economy and thus development 
began around 2006.  Therefore, the entitled property was further defined to include a 
limited time period it would apply. 
Q: What is Valid Government approval?  
A: Plans approved for land disturbance activities. The City only started issuing permits in 
January of 2010 when the MS4 permit began. Approximately 30 projects were reviewed 
by the City in 2010.  Prior to this time, SCDHEC reviewed and approved plans. 
Q: Can we get the number of projects approved by SCDHEC from January 2006 to 
January 2010?  
A: Yes. The City will obtain that information. 
Q: Is a sketch plan part of a valid approval? Can we take this out? 
A: Yes, this includes sketch plans. The City will request input on removing sketch plans 
from the valid government approval definition.  
 
Q: If most of the design standards are located in the BMP manual and not the ordinance, 
what is the process for changing the BMP manual? 
A: The BMP manual must be followed as referenced in the ordinance. The BMP manual 
will be reviewed at the MS4 permit renewal.  A public input component will be followed 
for any changes made to the BMP manual. 
 
Q: Waste Disposal is unclear on where to put yard debris. 
A: The City has reviewed the language and has modified this section to refer to existing 
codes on disposal of yard debris.  Additionally, the City will discuss options on 
enforcement, focusing on public outreach. 
 
Q: Which section deals with additional requirements that may be added to projects 
located adjacent to a waterbody? 
A: Watercourse Protection on page 15. 
Q:What is involved to propose an additional overlay district of more stringent water 
quality requirements? 



A:Staff level can propose an overlay district based on public input. This is an avenue to 
bring additional requirements to vulnerable areas. 
Q: This would include Rocky Branch? 
A: Yes, it can.  We are looking at helping a watershed group organize for Rocky Branch. 
 
Q: Why are the buffer requirements not in the ordinance? 
A: All design criteria are located in the BMP manual, so naturally this language was put 
in the BMP manual. 
Q: Can we put the first two pages of buffers in the ordinance into the watercourse 
protection section?  
A: We can look at strengthening the watercourse protection section to address general 
buffer requirements, but probably not more than a paragraph. The City would prefer to 
have the design standards together in one document. 
Q: If single family residences (SFR) are exempt from buffers, how do you require them 
to control their runoff? 
A: SFR are still required to follow state regulations and must control their runoff. 
Q: The minimum buffer should be no less than 60’. 
A: The City is trying to be consistent with Richland and Lexington Counties. The buffers 
have been proposed from 35-65’ with site specific requirements. Everyone in our 
stormwater meetings compromised on 50’.  The City can review again in 2015 at our 
MS4 permit renewal. 
Q: Are there any guidelines on the buffer requirements? Will staff analyze soil, slope, etc. 
in establishing any additional buffer width requirements above the 50’ minimum? 
A: Some areas can be handled by buffers, whiles others may not. Our original stormwater 
meetings included Lexington and Richland County who weighed in on the language. 
Q: Can we address in the BMP manual? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Water is caught and routed to a water quality basin. Not all basins function as 
intended. Can the BMP manual include examples of effective water quality basins? 
A: We recognize the existing water quality basins were not inspected in the past, but after 
we were granted our MS4 permit, we hired staff to inspect these stormwater controls. 
Q: An example of a poor water quality basin is the Walmart at Forest. It looks like a hole 
with crepe myrtles around it. 
A: We recognize not all water quality basins are attractive, but state laws allow the 
installation of water quality basins to address stormwater runoff. 
Q: Will the City require Low Impact Development (LID) techniques in stormwater 
management and control? 
A: The City is looking into providing incentives to developers who use LID approach to 
stormwater management. 
Q: Isn’t pervious asphalt cheaper than standard asphalt? 
A: The initial installation of pervious surfaces can be more cost effective than standard 
asphalt, however, the concerns are the maintenance of the surface and if it is installed 
properly. 
Q: If the City is supposed to be more forward thinking, why can’t we be more green? 
A: The City is in a great location, surrounded by rivers. Our new ordinance will help the 
City enforce water quality on new and redeveloped sites. 



Q: Would the City consider imposing a postdevelopment stormwater runoff of ½ of the 
predevelopment in areas susceptible to flooding? 
A: These requirements can be handled in our regulations design manual.  The City will 
look at adding redevelopment to the BMP manual. 
Q: What is the appeals process? 
A: Variances can be granted if an undue hardship is created from the requirements of the 
ordinance. 
Q: Is there a public input session for evaluating a proposed hardship? 
A: The City will evaluate defining hardship in the BMP manual. 
 
 


