
CoC BMP Manual 
Meeting 7 Minutes 
June 19, 2pm-4pm 

7th Floor Conference Room, 1136 Washington St. 
 
Thank you to those who attended Wednesday’s (6/19) meeting and contributed to the seventh monthly 
meeting to develop the City’s BMP Design Manual. We wanted to provide you with an 
overview/minutes of the discussed Plan Review, Inspection and Maintenance of BMPs. Attached we 
have provided a pdf copy of the presentation, and plan to continue providing the presentations for the 
following monthly meetings (2 remaining).  
 
For this meeting, William Lamb discussed the plan review process and the importance of inspecting and 
maintaining site BMP and LID features. To begin, William stressed the importance of interaction with the 
City during the plan review process, such as during the feasibility study. The City is more than willing to 
work with you all, so an initial meeting with the City during the feasibility stage of the plan reviewing 
process can be very beneficial by potentially saving the project time and money. For example, turning in 
final design plans without the City’s prior knowledge of the site has the potential for plans to be denied 
and the designer is stuck with starting back at square oneloss of time and loss of money. Therefore, 
the initial meeting with the City can help inform of the site’s constraints and requirements, it can be an 
opportunity for the City to guide better site design practices (which can lead to crediting opportunities), 
City could share additional educational material (i.e. may have floodplain updates, digital mapping, etc.), 
and the development of advantageous ideas could arise for the site (i.e. joint program with adjacent 
development, trail or corridor extensions, etc.). Once the initial feasibility of the site is analyzed, it is 
important to carefully review the concept plan before final site design is conducted. Concept plans are 
simple, yet complete. The goal is to lay out development and major stormwater features giving size, 
shape, location, etc. to judge the final feasibility. Thought out concept plans will eliminate errors and 
redos for final design (i.e. SWPPP) plans.  
 
During the planning process, it is also important to take into consideration maintenance of certain 
BMPs. As mentioned in the powerpoint, “If it’s not designed and maintained properly, it won’t function 
as it is supposed to. If it’s not working properly, then it’s as if you never built it”. Via construction 
inspections and maintenance agreements, functionality and the success of BMPs can influence crucial 
design decisions. Most maintenance of BMPs require basic landscaping needs, but frequencies and 
effort may hinder selecting a certain BMP. Again, research maintenance requirements during the 
feasibility/concept plan to determine if certain BMP are worth the time and money for the site.  
 
To ensure the success of BMPs, the City is planning to adopt closeout maintenance agreements for each 
of the 6 BMPs (Ponds, Dry Enhanced Swale, Infiltration Trench, Vegetated Filter Strip, Bioretention, and 
Porous Pavement). Hence, following the permanent water quality maintenance agreements with the 
City will ultimately be the developer’s responsibility, but it is up to the designer to help guide them with 
required maintenance. As mentioned last time, the BMP details that the City will provide will include 
inspection and maintenance notes that designers can use on their plans. These notes/tables are in the 
attached presentation. Also, the same language on these notes/tables will be included in the City’s 
maintenance agreements.  
 
Again thank you for your participation. The next monthly meeting will be held next Wednesday, July 17th 
to go over the City’s Design Aid Tools. Feedback from you all for the Volume Calculation Spreadsheet is 



being taken into consideration and will be the spreadsheet referenced in next week’s meeting. The 
meeting will be held in the same location (7th floor conference room) from 2-4pm. As a reminder, 
Engineers that have attended these monthly meetings will be credited for PE hours for each meeting 
(and future meetings). Attendance lists are on the CoC 
website http://columbia.sc.gov/index.cfm/departments/utilities-engineering/stormwater/stormwater-
bmp-manual-upcoming-meetings/. Also, if there is any feedback from these meetings or summaries, 
please feel free to contact William Lamb, Kelli Resler, Tracy Mitchell, or Dana Higgins. Again, your input 
is crucial to the success of the BMP Manual and supporting Design Aids. 
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