The City of Columbia and Richland School District One held their seventh annual “Together We
Can Read” reading blitz on Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015 at 9 a.m. All third grade classes across
Richland School District One participated.

“Together We Can Read” is a reading day program that encourages children to read and brings
community leaders into the classrooms. More than one hundred community leaders from across
Columbia read to 2,000 third-grade students.

“In order to build a strong foundation, one must start with stable building blocks. This example
applies to education as well. In order to prepare students for a successful academic journey, we
must start early by giving them the tools they need to excel. Reading is one of those fundamental

tools,” Councilwoman Devine commented.
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City Council members and the City Manager participating in the Together We Can Read initiative.

Studies show that children who do not read proficiently by the end of third grade are more likely to
drop out of school. Councilwoman Tameika [saac Devine spearheaded the “Together We Can Read”

initiative after reading to a classroom of students with a group of other local leaders.

“Bringing together government, business and neighborhood leaders from across Columbia to read

to young students, Together We Can Read speaks volumes about our community’s commitment to

our children,” said Mayor Steve Benjamin. “It's a wonderful program and we're proud to support it

year after year.”

This year’s book was “First, You Explore: The Story of the Young Charles Townes” written by
Rachel Haynie and illustrated by Trahern Cook. Both the author and the illustrator participated in

the 1nitiative.
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To view more photos from Together We Can Read, visit our Tumblr page

thecityofcolumbia.tumblr.com
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http://thecityofcolumbia.tumblr.com/

The “Together We Can Read” initiative is in its seventh year of implementation in all
Richland School District One third grade classes. Approximately, 14,000 students have been
impacted by this initiative over the years and over 700 community members have

participated.

This year’s numbers include:

e 28 schools
e 2,000 students
e 101 classes

e 101 celebrity readers
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