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F U T U R E  L A N D  U S E

West Gervais 	District		
Proposed Height Districts

During the public meeting phase of 
the planning process, twelve ways 
building height could potentially 
be regulated were presented, with 
examples from Columbia, Charleston, 
and other areas. These examples 
include solely using the base zoning 
to govern height (as is currently 
the practice) or adding a series 
of overlays, enabling a more site-
specific approach. Support has been 
expressed throughout the process for 
the development of simple and easliy 
understood height regulations for the 
area. As Charleston has shown, the 
adoption of height overlay districts 
has proven to be a highly effective 
solution.  The proposed height of a 
minimum of 30 feet and maximum of 
80 feet with a 25 foot setback is similar 
to Charleston’s 30/80 District.

The West Gervais District Plan  proposes 
a Height  Overlay Area   within a 
defined boundary as proposed in 
the adjacent map.  There would also 
be an eight foot setback zone along 
Huger  to bring unity to the street 
from the Innovista Standards South 
of Gervais.  Explanations of these 
proposed overlay districts and zones 
are detailed in the adjacent maps 
and diagarms. Height Overlay Area Upper Floor StepbackLegend

8 Foot Setback Zone
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C O N N E C T I V I T Y

WALK BIKE COLUMBIA
BICYCLE IMPROVEMENTS
The proposed bicycle network 
includes several types of on-street 
facilities, including on Gervais and 
Lady Streets. These East-West facilities 
will provide a needed connection 
for cyclists between the North-South 
connecting Vista Greenway and the 
Three Rivers Greenway.  

WALK BIKE COLUMBIA is a City-wide 
Plan for a network of complete 
streets, policies, and programs 
which will greatly increase the safety 
and comfort of pedestrians. These 
measures help to encourage walking 
or cycling between destinations rather 
than driving, particularly for short trips.

PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS
The pedestrian improvements 
recommended in the Walk Bike 
Columbia Plan include both sidewalk 
and intersection improvements. Only 
six intersections within the City limits 
were rated as the highest priority 
need; three of these are within or 
directly adjacent to the study area.

BICYCLE PARKING
Fundamental to creating a bicycle 
friendly area is providing bike parking. 
Of the locations identified in City-
wide user surveys, the top two were 
Gervais Street and The Vista. Bike 
parking can be provided by private 
businesses and by the City in garages 
and bicycle corrals.

BIKE SHARE
The plan also recommends a 
25-station system concentrated in the 
City Center, with four locations in the 
West Gervais District. This proposed 
system would provide another 
choice for short trips within the District, 
between The Vista and Main Street, 
and provide access to the Vista 
Greenway. 

8   | PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE MASTER PLAN

Benefits of Walking and 
Bicycling Summary
The “Facts on Active Transportation” shared on the following 

page present some of the acute health, safety and economic 

issues many cities today face and the ways in which improved 

active transportation and recreation can have a positive impact 

on these. In the following section, a summary of the estimated, 

quantified benefits that would result from increasing walking 

and bicycling rates and safety in Columbia is presented. These 

benefits offer a powerful statement regarding Columbia’s return 

on investment for implementing the recommendations in this 

Plan. 

Active transportation can play a major 

role in building healthier and wealthier 

communities. The infographic to the 

right depicts some of the data collected 

showing just how much of a positive 

impact it can have. 

(infographic source: Active Living Research)
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

IMPLEMENTATION

RECOMMENDATIONS    40WEST GERVAIS DISTRICT PLAN | COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA | 2016 

The parking  lane can 
act as a flexible space to 
further  buffer the sidewalk 
from moving traffic. Curb 
extensions and bike corrals 
may occupy this space where 
appropriate.

In the edge zone there should 
be a 6 inch wide curb.

The furnishing 
zone buffers 
pedestrians from 
the adjacent 
roadway, and 
is also the area 
where elements 
such as street 
trees, signal 
poles, signs, 
and other street 
furniture are 
properly  located.

The through zone is the area 
intended for pedestrian travel. 
This zone should be entirely free 
of  permanent and temporary 
objects.

Wide through zones are needed 
in downtown areas or where 
pedestrian flows are high.

The frontage 
zone allows 
pedestrians a 
comfortable
"shy" distance
from the building 
fronts. It provides 
opportunities 
for window 
shopping, to 
place signs, 
planters, 
or chairs.

Not applicable  
if adjacent to 
a landscaped 
space.

Parking Lane Enhancement Zone                      Furnishing Zone                     Pedestrian Zone                                  Frontage Zone
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lar turning speed, visibility, crossing distance 
and signal timing can be great barriers for 
pedestrians on roadways that are designed 
to primarily accommodate vehicular traffic. 

Treatments such as high-visibility crosswalks, 
bulb-outs/ curb extensions, roadway geom-
etry improvements, adding pedestrian sig-
nals, lengthened/leading pedestrian crossing 
intervals and pedestrian median refuges can 
improve new or existing intersections for 
pedestrian users. 

	 Crossings/Mid-Block Connections

A marked/unsignalized crossing typically 
consists of a marked crossing area, signage 
and other markings to slow or stop traffic. 
This can occur at an unsignalized intersec-
tion or mid-block, where no intersection 
exists. The approach to designing crossings 
at unsignalized locations depends on an 
evaluation of vehicular traffic, line of sight, 
pathway traffic, use patterns, vehicle speed, 
road type, road width, and other safety is-
sues such as proximity to major attractions. 
When space is available, using a median 
refuge island can improve user safety by 
providing pedestrians and bicyclists space to 
perform the safe crossing of one side of the 
street at a time.

Mid-block crossings can be an important 
element within the retailing environment 

ations are important in sidewalk design. 
Providing adequate and accessible facilities 
can lead to increased numbers of people 
walking, improved safety, and the creation 
of social space.

Sidewalks must be more than areas to 
travel; they should provide places for peo-
ple to interact. There should be places for 
standing, visiting, and sitting. 

Sidewalks should be thought of as having 
specific areas for various activities, uses, and 
have an organized system of design through-
out the area.

Sidewalks should contribute to the charac-
ter of neighborhoods and business districts, 
strengthen their identity, and be places 
where adults and children can safely partici-
pate in public life.

The following streets are planned to have 
pedestrian improvements as specified 
within the Walk Bike Columbia Plan.  

	 Intersection Improvements 
	 for Pedestrians

Signalized intersections are typically pre-
ferred crossing locations for pedestrians 
since traffic is typically stopped in one 
direction and motorists generally expect 
pedestrians to be crossing. However, vehicu-

5.2
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