
 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
SITE/SUBDIVISION PLAN 

CASE SUMMARY 
 

7901 FARROW ROAD 
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF METNAL HEALTH 

ADMINISTRATION, ADMISSIONS AND HOUSEKEEPING BUILDINGS 
 

April 7, 2014 at 5:15pm 
City Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 

Subject Property: 7901 Farrow Road, TMS#14400-01-01A 
Council District: 1 
Proposal: Request site plan approval to construct 3 buildings (administration, admissions and 

housekeeping) that total 25,500 sq. ft. 
Applicant: William Fleming 
Proposed Use: Office 
Staff Recommendation: Approve with various conditions. 
 

Detail: This project entails the construction of +/- 25,500 sq. ft. contained within 3 buildings 
(administration, admissions and housekeeping) at the Department of Mental Health on 
Farrow Road.  The off-street parking area will be reconfigured to accommodate a total of 285 
parking spaces.  The applicant has worked with staff regarding the landscaping and tree 
protection plans.   
 
Though there are many staff comments within this case summary, the proposed site plan 
largely meets requirements.   
 
Should the Commission be inclined to grant approval of the site plan, staff would request that 
the Commission grant approval subject staff comments. 

 
CITY AGENCY COMMENTS FOR SITE/SUBDIVISION PLAN REVIEW 

John Fellows, Planning Recommend approval.   
 

Andrew Livengood, Deputy Zoning 
Administrator Recommend approval.   

 
Johnathan Chambers, Land 
Development Administrator 

Recommend approval with conditions:   
City and SCDOT encroachment permits will be required for work being 
conducted within the ROW. 

Robert Harkins,  
Plans Examiner  Recommend approval. 
Scott Rogers, Utilities  Recommend approval with conditions: 

1. Any needed upgrade, extension or relocation of City utilities must be 
provided by the developer.  

2. Any privately owned/maintained utilities or permanent structures cannot 
be located inside exclusive City of Columbia utility easements. 
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3. If sewer flows for this project result in flows of 4,000 gallons per day or 
above calculations must be submitted to the City's Engineering 
department to determine how the proposed project will affect the City’s 
sewer system.  Depending upon the effects of the projected flows this 
project may or may not be approved.  If required, these calculations 
should be submitted to the Engineering department as soon as possible.   

4. Water and/or Sewer mains and 4” and above water meters will not be 
allowed inside public right-of-ways without an approved encroachment 
permit and written approval from the City Engineer.    

David Brewer, Traffic Engineering Recommend approval. 
David Koon, Fire Department Recommend approval with condition:   

The location of fire hydrants and fire department connections shall be approved 
by the Fire Code Official. 

Nancy Lee Trihey, Land 
Development Planner 

Recommend approval with conditions: 
Final landscaping and tree protection plans to reviewed and approved prior to the 
issuance of any permit. 

Sara Hollar, Forestry Recommend approval. 
Tracy Mitchell - Stormwater Recommend approval with conditions:   

Needs to provide pre- and post-development hydrology calculations 
demonstrating that water quantity and quality are being addressed according to 
City and State regulations.   

Robert Sweatt, Street  Recommend approval. 
John Hooks, Solid Waste             Recommend approval.  

John Spade, Parking             Recommend approval.   
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PLANT SCHEDULE

SYM
GENUS/SPECIES

COMMON NAME SIZE QUAN COMMENT

(PLANT SCHEDULE BELOW REPRESENTS ALL PLANTS)

20 SCALE PLAN ENLARGEMENT

(DO NOT DOUBLE COUNT PLANTS)

TREE DENSITY FACTOR = THIRTY (30) UNITS PER ACRE

EDF-EXISTING TREE DENSITY FACTOR = 6 UNITS 

DFS-DENSITY FACTOR FOR THE SITE = 8.75 ACRES x 30 UNITS = 262.5 UNITS

RDF-REPLACEMENT DENSITY FACTOR = 262.5 - 6 UNITS = 256.5 RDF

LARGE TREES (3" CALIPER) =  145 x 1.5 = 217.5 UNITS

TOTAL PROPOSED UNITS FOR PROJECT = 217.5 + 53 = 270.5

MEDIUM & MULTI-TRUNK TREES (2" CALIPER or MIN. 3 STEMS @ 1" ea) = 53 x 1 = 53 UNITS

CITY OF COLUMBIA DENSITY REQUIREMENTS

BUFFER TRANSITION YARD - N/A

STREET PROTECTIVE YARD -   480 LF, EVERGREEN SHRUB HEDGE & 1 LARGE TREE PER 40 LF

VEHICULAR SURFACE AREA INTERIOR PLANTINGS - NO PARKING SPACE FARTHER THAN 40' FROM A SHADE TREE

PROPOSED DUMPSTERS (2 AREAS) ARE ENCLOSED WITH A WOODEN FENCE/GATES
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