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DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION 
DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT 

CONSENT AGENDA 
EVALUATION SHEET 

Case # 1 
 

 
ADDRESS:   929 Gervais Street 
 
APPLICANT:   Asheley Scott, agent 
 
TAX MAP REFERENCE:  TMS# 09013-11-10 
 
USE OF PROPERTY:  Commercial 
 
REVIEW  DISTRICT:  West Gervais Historic Commercial District/Bailey Bill project 
 
NATURE OF REQUEST:   Request Certificate of Design Approval for exterior changes 
 
FINDINGS/COMMENTS:   
This project resides in the West Gervais Historic Commercial District and was approved for the 
Bailey Bill in June; the owners continued to work on plans for the storefront with the intent to 
come back to DDRC for exterior changes in July.   
 
The exterior of this early twentieth-century building, particularly the storefront, has been altered 
over the years and thus far, there is no documentation of the original architecture of the building’s 
first floor. The original brick pilasters remain, however, giving a clue about the division of the 
storefront. The plywood and plaster surface with arched cutouts is clearly a later alteration, 
probably the 1970s, but exploratory demolition has suggested that original storefront openings were 
rectangular, so the wood and plaster surface will be removed and any damaged or missing brick 
underneath it will be repaired or replaced. Other details for the configuration of the proposed 
storefront were determined from examining similar period structures which are nearby on Gervais 
Street. A wood clad storefront system with transoms will comprise the first floor façade.  
 
The owners wish to re-establish three entries in the façade, an idea which corresponds with the 
three businesses in the building as shown on the 1919 Sanborn map. These entries must be recessed 
to meet code today, but it is possible or even likely they were configured this way originally. Staff 
will continue to work with the applicant on any outstanding details. The decision was made not to 
attempt to re-create a missing original second story balcony and first floor cornice as the design 
would be highly speculative, given the lack of documentation and the wide range of design 
possibilities for these features.  
 
PERTINENT SECTIONS FROM GUIDELINES  
Sec. 17-698. - Eligible rehabilitation. (Bailey Bill) 
(a) Standards for rehabilitation work. To be eligible for the special tax assessment, historic rehabilitations must be 
appropriate for the historic building and the historic district in which it is located. This is achieved through adherence 
to the following standards: 
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(1) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved; the removal of historic materials or alterations 
of features and spaces that characterize each property shall be avoided. 
No historic features will be removed and the original articulation of the openings will be restored. 
   
 (2) Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use; changes that create a false sense 
of historical development shall not be undertaken. 
Not applicable.  
 
(3) Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be 
retained and preserved. 
No changes on this building have acquired historic significance.  
 
 (4) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property should be preserved. 
Any distinctive features, finishes, or techniques will be preserved.  
 
 (5) Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced; where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new should match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities 
and, where possible, materials; replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or 
pictorial evidence. 
The storefront may be reasonably replicated given our knowledge of the placement of the openings 
and the fairly common characteristics of storefront windows from the period which are found in 
the district. The missing first floor cornice and second floor balcony, however, will not be 
attempted as their design would be highly speculative, given the lack of information on these at this 
time.  
 
 (6) Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used; 
the surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Staff is not aware of any intended surface cleaning, but will advise applicants of correct procedures 
if needed.  
 
(7) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property; the new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, 
size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the historic property and its environment. 
No historic materials will be destroyed in the course of the work and new work shall be distinct yet 
compatible from historic features.  

 
 (8) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
Not applicable.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Staff recommends a Certificate of Design Approval for the project as proposed based on its 
conformance with Sec. 17-698 of the City Ordinance, with all details deferred to staff.  
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1919 Sanborn Map (the building was formerly denoted as 927-931 Gervais St) 
 

 
Current facade 
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