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D/DRC Case
1608 Main Street

City Center Design/Development District
TMS: 09014-04-14




DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION
DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT

HISTORIC AGENDA
EVALUATION SHEET
Case #1
ADDRESS: 1608 Main Street (1606 Main Street on tax record)
APPLICANT: Tom Prioteschi, owner

TAX MAP REFERENCE: TMS#09014-04-14

USE OF PROPERTY: Commercial

REVIEW DISTRICT: Pending Individual Landmark, City Center Design/Development
District

NATURE OF REQUEST: Request recommendation for Group III Individual Landmark

FINDINGS/COMMENTS:

This is a ¢.1870 building that has had a number of facade changes over the years. Recent selective
material removal on the upper story has revealed an earlier facade that likely dates to the 1930s,
with updates from 1941 on the first floor. The current expected renovation will return the building
to its 1941 appearance, which included the older upper story and the new storefront. New windows
will be installed on the upper story, and those and any other facade work will need to comply with
the ordinance for landmark buildings.

PERTINENT SECTIONS FROM CITY ORDINANCE

Section 17-691(d) of the Columbia City Ordinance outlines the criteria for designation as a Group I1I Landmark.
“Group II consists of structures or sites which round out and extend the material-visual history of Columbia when
added to Groups I and I1; they evidence one or more of the following criteria for selection:

(1) The site of events, homes of men, etc., that are interesting locally.

(2) Somewhat unusual characteristics in architectural design.

(3) Belonging to a family or "genera" of buildings recognized locally.

(4) A mediocre example of a style or thipe of building which is becoming, or in danger of becoming, extinct locally.
(5) Evidencing one or more of the criteria for Group 11, but too decrepit or too destructively modified to constitute a
prime bistoric document.

If possible, these should be preserved by "adaptive use," although not necessarily on their original sites. Generally,
preservation of interiors is not of great importance and controlled remodeling of exteriors is in order.”

The building at 1608 Main Street meets criteria (2) and (4) in that it has somewhat unusual
characteristics in architectural design as it executes Art Deco motifs in a speckled brick facade with
cast stone inserts and a marble and chrome first story, and it is a mediocre example of a nineteenth-
century commercial building that is in danger of becoming extinct locally. Art Deco typically
explored smooth materials to maintain a streamlined appearance; the use of a traditional brick in



this design is somewhat unusual, as is the color of the brick itself, which is cream tone that keeps in
the palette of the popular terra cotta at the time. As the increased development on Main Street
escalates, there is a danger that the smaller buildings of our historic commercial corridor being
demolished for new development. While this building is not a perfect example of its type, its
altered facades are part of the ongoing story of Main Street to keep up with architectural trends and
modernize for new customers, and this is evidence that the trend has been going on for well over a
century.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff finds that the building meets several from Section 17-691(d) of the Columbia City Ordinance
for a Group III Landmark.
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Berry’s Feminine Apparel
at 1608 Main Street.

Top: Image from 2012
Above: c. 1910s postcard

Top Right: ¢. 1945 image

Middle Right: Current image after marble
removed from upper story

Bottom Right: Current storefront

Richey

April 2016



INFORMATION PROVIDED BY APPLICANT



1608 Main St History

First built in 1872, this two story building is one of the oldest remaining buildings on Main Street. It
was thought to be pretty non-descript until the owners recently took off the 3 X 3 white marble
panels on the upper fagade exposing some very interesting brick details which will be repaired and
restored. Before the marble panels were removed, the current facade featured a modified recessed
storefront with a terrazzo floor entryway and the marble paneled slipcover fagade. Evidence indicates
that the building has been altered several times over the years.

The earliest known picture that we have is the 1912 to 1914 photo included herein which shows that
it had a small cornice and three tall windows that seem to duplicate the pattern of the red brick infill
that exists now under the white marble panels that were recently removed. Our belief is that 1912-
1914 photo memorializes the original condition of the 1872 facade.

So we believe that the exposed brick fagade, which will be brought to life again, was placed there
sometime after 1927 and maybe as late as sometime after 1932. The photo of the adjacent Berry’s
larger 3 story building shows a bit of 1608 Main St building on the left hand corner of the photo. This
photo which had to be taken after 1927 as Bon Marche occupied the building from 1927 to 1932 and it
continued to show the same long windows and the same original cornice.

Just prior to Berry’s expanding into this building the property comprised of two street addresses, 1606
and 1608 Main St. in 1929 Berry’s Slipper Shop began operating in the 1608 storefront. The 1606
storefront was renovated in 1932 and Malloy’s Parlor, a soda and ice cream shop opened there that
year. In 1941 Berry’s annexed the 1606 address in order to expand their floor space and at that time
made the first of several alterations that they performed. The first photo after Berry’s moved in in
1941 shows the three windows still exist but they are considerably less tall than the original three
windows. This photo also shows the brick details which we will preserve. We believe that when
Berry’s was expanding into the Building and modifying it that the current first floor storefront
windows and lower fagade marble trim were also added.

Sometime around 1948 Berry’s covered the upper part of the fagade with matching brick marble
panels. The 1948 photo shows the second addition of the white marble.

So what we plan on doing now is to completely restore the very interesting brick front and add three
windows duplicating the windows that were there prior to 1941 and bringing back that historic
appearance. We will also add a new plain black simple awning to the current tenant’s storefront.

Inside on the second floor seven new apartments will be added to the 1608 Main St building. All
these apartments will become part of the “Berry’s Apartment project as the current lobby at 1217
Taylor St, the current elevator, the current hallways and the current two stairways in the Berry’s
building will all serve both buildings. This will enable the entire vacant second floor to be put into
service with 100% yield and no additional common area.



Additional Materials List

Tax Map

Richland County Tax Information

Survey

1912-1914 Picture

1927-1932 Picture

Newspaper Articles 1941

1941 Picture

1948 Picture

Current pictures of facade and storefront (4)
Architects Front Elevation of work to be completed

Pictures with computer simulation of what awning will look like (includes photo of slipcover of upper
marble before removal (2)

Architects second floor apartment floor plate including seven new apartment
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1606 MAIN ST | R09014-04-14

LE3H 261 -
1634 200 Lo3S)
1634 L
1u24,
1 1624
f 10a6 2z
5 157
LA
= g 1zt
613 - 210 30
}o] inl. Yans - 100
1407 1504 .
lﬁﬂJi"u Nx 121y
1200 205
S5
%7 ’ | gt
1A o -
Address
Address 1606 MAIN ST
Municipality Columbis
School District Righland School District 1
| Garbage Coll. Day  No Pickup B
Recycling Coll. Day Mo Pickup
Yard Tmlh colL_DO]l' Neo Pickup
Latitude 34.00700
Longituds 103478
Elevation 309t
Census
Year 2010 2000 1880
|Avg Hshid Income  $18274  $19722 §42564
Aug Honta Valt _$150,000  §112,500 ‘§230,100.
|Pop. Density (/sqmi) 107 0 5548

Property
[Tns RO9014-04-14 —
[Owner CAPITOL PLACES | OMNER LLC |
{Beds 00 ) :
Baths 20 !
Heated Saft 4628 N
Year Bum N 1839 N
Tax District 1cc -
E'La;a Value  $109.800
Bullding Vaiue 75,700
AssessedVaiue  $185,500
|Last Sale 80 (12/1212014)
g_Zoning C—S_
‘Secondary Zoning —
! No

(Qwner Occupied

V;ﬂng Precinct
Voting Location
Cuun_ly 6our{cil Dist.
Eu;:r]ty CounJRep.
SC Senate Dist. .
sc;al_e_ Rep
SC House Dist.
We Rep._

Coun agistrate

Congressional Dist.
|Congressional Ra_p.

Political

Ward 2

Marion Street Apartmerits
- o

;.u.l .Livingsl'on

n

Earrell Jackson

J. Todd Rutherford

County Magistrate Dist,  COLUMBIA

JUDGE PATRICK BARBER
]

Jameas Clyburn

Disolainer: This pplication is o product of the Richland County GIS Depariment. The data depicied here liave been developed with extensive cooperation from oller county departmienis. as well as olher federal, st and local government agencics. Reasonsblc cfforts have been made 1o ensure (he
accuracy of this inap. Howsver, the informiation presented should be used for general reference only. Richland County cxpressly disolsims responsibilily for demages or kiabiliry That may arise from fhi use of the information presented hersin.




Note: Revised November 12, 1999 To Remove Easement Which Was
Terminated As: Per ‘Deed "Z",

Page 93.
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PLAT PREPARED FOR:

_CAPITOL PLACES 1II, LLC.

RICHLAND COUNTY, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

DATE: FEBRUARY 4, 1999

L Lo Wil of ol o P8

PROJECT NO.: 9812040

LMIAVIFLAREm an Ll alaTal

| HEREBY STATE THAT TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION, AND BELIEF, THE
SURVEY SHOWN HEREIN WAS MADE IN
ACCORDANCE" WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE MINIMUM STANDARDS MANUAL FOR THE
PRACTICE OF LAND SURVEYING IN SOUTH
CAROLINA, AND MEETS OR EXCEEDS THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR A CLASS "B" SURVEY
AS SPECIFIED THERIN; ALSO THERE ARE NO
VISIBLE ENCROACHMENTS OR PROJECTIONS.

ATLHIFDY “FLIARL ALiAg
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COLUMBIA, 8. C., SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 1941
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Beck Shoes and The Cotton Shop

. favortes

Reflerence URL Share Save

Beck Shoes and The Cotton Shop

Description

Title Beck Shoes and The Cotton Shop
Creator Maxey, Russell

Date circa 1948

Time Period Post-War America {1946 - 1954)
Source Russell Maxey Photograph Collection

Local Category Business and Industry

Subject Commerical buildings -- South Carolina -~ Columpia,
Columbia ($.C.)

Geographic 1600 Main, Columbia, S.C.

Location

Description Black and white photographic negative; 1600 Main, Columbia, 5.C.
Language English

Digital Collection Russell Maxey Photograph Collection

Website http://www.richlandlibrary .com/informy/russeli-maxey-photograph-collection

f:s“ttl::_lt’t‘l‘::,‘“g Richland Library, Columbia, S.C.

Rights Digital image copyright 2013, Richland Library. All nghts reserved. For more information contact Richland Library, Columbia, SC 25201,
Type Stili Image

Format image/ipey

Digitization

- 600ppi, 24-bit depth color, Epson Expression 10000 XL scanner with Epson SCAN scanning software, Archival master file is a TIFF
Specifications

Date Digital 2013

Metadata Smith, Lauren; Dunlap, Margaret
Cataloger

Media Type Images

S5C County Richland County (S.C.)

SC Region Midlands
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN

120"

SCALE: 1/16"
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ISSUE DATE: FEBRUARY 18, 2015

REVISIONS: F&5.

PROPOSED ADDITION OF LOFT APARTMENTS TO
BERRY'S ON MAIN BUILDING
1600 MAIN STREET, COLUMBIA, SC
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PLACES I, OWNER
JTUMN CIRCLE
MBIA, SC 29206




