
 
DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION 
URBAN DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT 

EVALUATION SHEET 
Case # 4 

 
 
ADDRESS: Public right-of-way near 2101 Blossom Street 
 
APPLICANT:  Ann Brooks, Crown Castle     
 
TAX MAP REFERENCE: N/A 
 
USE OF PROPERTY:  Public right-of-way; existing SCE&G pole 
 
REVIEW  DISTRICT:  Five Points Urban Design District  
 
NATURE OF REQUEST:  Request for Certificate of Design Approval for addition of wireless 
communication facility to existing pole location 
 
FINDINGS/COMMENTS:   
 
Ordinance Summary: 
 

Section 17-283 of the City of Columbia Code of Ordinances provides regulations for the 
placement of wireless communication facilities. Until recently, these facilities have been placed 
almost exclusively on private property, and the review has been largely administered by staff as 
the applicable proposals have not, as a rule, had significant impacts on the public realm. Now, 
there are applications for installations within the public right-of-way, as the Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity issued by the Public Service Commission of South Carolina allows 
for this placement. The task of this Commission is to determine whether the facilities meet the 
standards below. The entire ordinance has been included in your packet for additional 
information. 
 
Sec. 283 (e) Standards for DDRC approvals for WCFs.  
 
Where charged with review and approval, the DDRC shall, in considering applications for WCF’s find 
that: 
(1) The proposed WCF would emulate an architectural or landscape feature typical of, or appropriate to, 
the surrounding area. 
(2) The proposed WCF would respect, and to the extent possible compliment, the style, height, bulk mass, 
material, and color of existing buildings, structures, vegetation or uses within the surrounding area; 
(3) The proposed WCF would preserve existing vegetation; 
(4) The proposed WCF would preserve scenic view sheds; and 
(5) The proposed WCF would respect existing topography, including minimizing the extent to which the 
proposed WCF would be a dominant feature upon a hill, crest, ridgeline or other topographical high 
point. 
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http://www.columbiasc.gov/depts/planning-boards-commissions/ddrc/agendas/20160114/ddrc_2016-01-14_pkt8_wcf_appendix.pdf


Project Description: 
 

The SCE&G pole on the northeast corner of Blossom and Harden is a standard wood pole, 
with a cobra head fixture at the top. The proposal for this facility includes: 

• Replacing the existing wood pole (approximately 40’ tall) with a new wood pole 
(45’tall), as the current pole is not engineered to handle the load being placed on it  

• Adding three-panel antenna at the top of the pole - dimensions have not been provided 
• Attaching (5) conduits (one 3”, two 1”, and two ¾”) to the pole with steel straps 
• Attaching (2) new RRUS (remote radio units) - dimensions have not been provided 
• Attaching (2) new wideband quadraplexers – dimensions have not been provided 
• Attaching (2) PSU (power supply units) – dimensions have not been provided 
• Providing a separate, remote concrete post in a nearby planter that contains the meter box 

and the disconnect switch 
 
Analysis: 
 
(1) The proposed WCF would emulate an architectural or landscape feature typical of, or appropriate to, 
the surrounding area. 
 
 This is an existing condition along a DOT right-of-way, but is not consistent with the 
light poles in the Five Points District, which are green metal decorative light poles. 

Staff finds that the SCE&G poles are not appropriate to the area, as they are existing pole that 
have been in place since before the – 5P Overlay District was created. The decorative light poles on 
Harden are representative of utilities that are appropriate to the District. Since the applicant is removing 
the existing wood pole and replacing it with a new pole, a metal (or fiberglass) pole to match the color 
and detailing of the decorative street lights would be appropriate. This would also allow for the wiring to 
be concealed within the pole. 
 
(2) The proposed WCF would respect, and to the extent possible compliment, the style, height, bulk, mass, 
material, and color of existing buildings, structures, vegetation or uses within the surrounding area; 
 
 The multiple conduits and utility boxes and equipment attached to the pole do not compliment the 
style, bulk, mass, material, or coloring of the existing structure on which they are attached. Aside from the 
antenna, which must be mounted at the top of the pole, the other equipment can feasibly be mounted 
remotely (within a few feet) of the pole. As there are already traffic control boxes on many streetscapes, 
providing a Hoffman enclosure to conceal the additional equipment would be more consistent with the 
existing features in the District. It could also provide an opportunity for District graphics as the traffic 
control boxes have. The antenna should be replaced with a more streamlined cylindrical antenna. 
 
(3) The proposed WCF would preserve existing vegetation; 
 
 It should be confirmed that no vegetation is being removed as part of the proposal. 
 
(4) The proposed WCF would preserve scenic view sheds; and 
 

The number of attachments to the pole will have an impact on the visual environment as one 
looks down the street. Concealing the wiring within a new pole and having a remote enclosure to contain 
all of the other equipment would be beneficial. The antenna at the top of the pole should be replaced with 
a more streamlined cylindrical antenna. 
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(5) The proposed WCF would respect existing topography, including minimizing the extent to which the 
proposed WCF would be a dominant feature upon a hill, crest, ridgeline or other topographical high 
point. 
 
The proposed facility is not at the top of a hill or ridgeline. 
 
Staff recommendation:  
 
To approve the request for installation of Wireless Communication Facilities in the proposed location, 
with the following conditions: 

• The replacement pole be of metal or fiberglass, color and detailing to match the green decorative 
light poles in the Five Points District; 

• No conduit or wiring will be attached to or visible on the exterior of the pole; 
• The antenna at the top of the pole be a streamlined, cylindrical antenna; 
• All other equipment and boxes be located in a remote enclosure, the location and design to be 

coordinated with staff; 
• All new poles be the minimum height required to obtain the necessary clearances for the attached 

utilities; 
• All other details to be deferred to staff. 
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