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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
CASE SUMMARY FOR 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
 

5911 Colonial Drive 
 

March 11, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. 
City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street, 3rd Floor 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Case Number: 14-011-SE 

Subject Property: 5911 Colonial Drive (TMS# 11710-14-57) 

Zoning District: C-3A (General Commercial Overlay district)  

Applicant: Elon R. Robinson 

Property Owner: Elon & Shakimah Robinson 

Council District: 1 

Summary Prepared: 24 February 2014 
 
 
 

Requested Action:  Special Exception to establish a carwash and detail shop 
Applicable Sections  
of Zoning Ordinance: §17-258 Carwashes (SIC 7542) allowed by special exception in the C-3A 

districts. 
 §17-112 Standard criteria for special exceptions 
  
Case History:  None. 
 
Staff Comments:   This application for Special Exception is to establish a carwash and detail shop within an 

existing 960 sq. ft. building on the site. The applicant had the building constructed in 
2008-2009 as a beauty salon, which has since discontinued.  The property is surrounded 
on all sides by property zoned C-3A, though a single-family residential district is just 
two lots to the south.  The nearest carwash facility is on the 5700 block of North Main 
Street.  

 
 Carwashes are allowed as of right in C-3, C-4, and M-1 districts; the C-3A district is the 

only district requiring special exception approval. Other than certain use restrictions 
(such as requiring this special exception approval), the C-3A district requests that curb 
cuts be minimized, and outside storage of goods or materials are expressly prohibited. As 
a car wash facility can range from a small hand-wash facility such as this to an 
automated or multi-bay facility, the relative impact of this service on the surrounding 
properties would be minimal, especially considering the restrictions of the district 
regarding outside storage.   

 
 I recommend that the Board approve this application, subject to the following 

conditions: 
• Construction, operation, and/or use shall be in substantial compliance with 

the documents placed on file in conjunction with this case; 
• No outside storage of goods or materials. 
• No additional curb cuts to be created. 
• Must comply with all city codes, including the stormwater ordinance. 
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 The above recommendation is based upon the following findings as required within 
 §17-112 of the Zoning Ordinance: 

1. A carwash is allowed by special exception within the C-3A district, and the 
special exception would not adversely affect the public interest. 

2. The proposed car wash, when operated in conformance with the application and 
submitted documents presented to the Board prior to the public hearing: 

a. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on vehicular traffic or 
vehicular and pedestrian safety and adequate provisions are made in the 
proposed exception for parking and for loading and unloading in that the 
building and parking area are already constructed; 

b. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on adjoining properties in 
terms of environmental factors such as noise, lights, glare, vibration, 
fumes, odors, obstruction of air or light as the proposed car wash is 
surrounded by commercial properties; 

c. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on the aesthetic character of 
the area, to include a review of the orientation and spacing of buildings 
in that the car wash will be established within an existing building; 

d. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on public safety or create 
nuisance conditions detrimental to the public interest or conditions likely 
to result in increased law enforcement response;  

e. The establishment of the proposed special exception does not create a 
concentration or proliferation of the same or similar types of special 
exception use, which concentration may be detrimental to the 
development or redevelopment of the area in which the special exception 
use is proposed to be developed as the nearest car wash is approximately 
a fifth of a mile away and no other carwashes are in the immediate 
vicinity; 

f. Is consistent with the character and intent of the underlying district as 
indicated in the zoning district description; and the applicable zoning 
overlay district goals and requirements are specifically mentioned as 
conditions of this approval; 

g. Is appropriate for its location and compatible with the permitted uses 
adjacent to and in the vicinity of the property as the hand car wash will 
be established in an existing commercial building and is adjacent to 
commercial uses on all sides. 

 
       
Persons expressing support or concern about this application submitted the documents outlined below to staff.  
All documents are attached hereto and made a part of the record of the public hearing. 
-None. 



5810

5831

59
06

58
09

60
00

5821

58
01

5903

1413

58
17

5905

5814     
5820

5907

59
10

58
05

59
11

58
02

59
04

1425

1063

5901

1059

1416

1058

58
03

58
00 58

05

C-3A

RS-3

C-3

C-3

C-3

N MAIN ST

PRESCOTT RD

CO
LO

NIA
L D

R

FISKE ST
MA

CK
AY

 ST

DISCLAIMER:
The City of Columbia Department of 
Planning and Development Services 
data represented on this map or plan 

is the product of compilation, as 
produced by others.  It is provided 

for informational purposes only and 
the City of Columbia makes no 

representation as to its accuracy.  Its 
use without field verification is at the 

sole risk of the user.
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