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MEETING DATE: October 18, 2016 

 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

 

FROM: Erika Moore, City Clerk 

 

SUBJECT: Gateway to the Army Centennial Park Project Update - 

Retired Command Sergeant Major Marty Wells, President of 

the Gateway to the Army Association 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 CentennialParkConceptBrief18Oct16 (PDF) 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  
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Fort Jackson History 
(Business Leaders Lead the Way!) 

• March 14, 1917 – Columbians, led by Chamber of Commerce, raised $5K 
      to buy & donate 1200 acres of land for Army cantonment in Columbia  
 
• June 2, 1917 – War Dpt granted final approval for Army Tng Ctr in Columbia 

 
• June 8, 1917 – Columbia Chamber of Commerce honors Edwin Robertson for 

leading effort to secure cantonment in Columbia 
 

• June 25, 1917 – Construction of first buildings started 
 

• July 18, 1917 – Columbia cantonment designated as “Camp Jackson” 
 

• September 5, 1917 – First Soldiers arrive at Camp Jackson  
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Presentation Notes
Fort Jackson has been an integral part of the Midlands, the Army and the Nation for almost 100 years, and we should appropriately commemorate that centennial
 
More citizens are molded into soldiers at Fort Jackson than anywhere else, several million since 1917 who have fought in every American conflict since World War I

And Fort Jackson serves more than just the Army. Deploying Sailors are trained here and all the services send their postal specialists to school here. 
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Fort Jackson Facts 
• Largest Initial Entry Training (IET) Site in the Army 

 
• Trains over 72,000 Personnel per year 
 

 54% of Army Basic Combat Training (BCT) Load 
 
 64% of Army Female Soldiers 

 
 27.000 in AG, Finance, Drill Sergeant Academy, Chaplain 

Schools & Mechanic courses 
 
 2,000 Navy personnel for deployments in FY15 



Gateway to the Army Association 

SC Military Economic Impact 

Branch Economic Impact 

SC Military $19.0 Billion 

Fort Jackson $2.3 Billion 

Military Visitors $40 Million 
(Midlands) 



Centennial Park Value 
 

• Serves as a testament of support for future BRACs 
• Continues the Legacy of Columbia’s citizenry & 

business leaders from 1917  
• Provides gathering place for 3000-5000 weekly 

visitors 
• Educates visitors on wartime service of American 

Patriots  
• Improves quality of life of Fort Jackson Soldiers, 

Employees and Residents 
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Presentation Notes

We are working to commemorate Fort Jackson’s 100th Birthday in 2017

This should improve the quality of life of the soldiers and families who live and work there, 

And we want those thousands of trainees and their families who are only here for a short time to be left with a magnificent impression of the post and the community





Centennial Park  
“BRAC STRONG!” 

• Base Realignment and Closure process (BRAC) 
determines which military installations grow and 
which ones are shut down 
 
o BRAC Committee looks for “military-supportive” communities 

during BRAC decision-making process 
 
o FT Jackson’s annual economic impact benefits businesses, 

corporations and legislative bodies in Columbia, the 
Midlands and SC 
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We are working to commemorate Fort Jackson’s 100th Birthday in 2017

This should improve the quality of life of the soldiers and families who live and work there, 
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Park Overview 
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Centennial Park will be a beautiful green area designed to enhance family gatherings during Family Day activities and Initial Entry Training graduations. It is also intended to host military events and ceremonies, as well as a place where Soldiers and civilians alike can unwind and reflect. The Greek revival style park and memorials were designed and are being built to create a seemingly timeless tribute to those who serve and have served our Nation
Centennial Park features a living green space with winding trails leading through separate areas of honor and remembrance. Visitors can meander through the park, stopping at various points to learn about the history of Fort Jackson and the U.S. Army. 

Every element within the park will promote education and inspire enthusiasm for Fort Jackson and the U.S. Army.  Using GPS technology and the internet, visitors will be able to view informational web pages and watch inspiring videos, expanding their understanding and appreciation of the various features.

Also in the park is the Foreign Theater Plaza featuring bronze reliefs depicting and honoring the Soldiers who fought in America’s past military campaigns.  The Pathway of Patriots contains various memorials highlighting the history of Fort Jackson and the vital role our Army fulfills in protecting our liberty and freedom.





Soldier Statue 
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The centerpieces of Centennial Park are the Wildcat Amphitheater overlooking the Soldier’s Statue.  With a 150-person capacity, the amphitheater will serve as the perfect venue for reenlistment, promotion and retirement ceremonies as well as marriages and other events. 

The amphitheater will be built in the shape of the Fort Jackson “Victory Starts Here” insignia. The amphitheater features granite and grass seating and will hold approximately 150 people. The amphitheater will be ideal for small military ceremonies or a quiet place for families to gather on graduation and Family days. The amphitheater will also serve as the perfect venue for reenlistment, promotion and retirement ceremonies, as well as marriages and other celebrations or events. 




Pathway of Patriots 
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Presentation Notes
The Pathway of Patriots will consist of meandering paths throughout Centennial Park. The pathway will feature a number of interesting art features depicting the rich history of Fort Jackson and the U.S. Armed Forces. Some of the proposed features are tributes honoring the Medal of Honor, the Purple Heart, POW/MIAs and Tank Hill, the storied training area of Fort Jackson.  Also embedded in the pathway are granite cenotaphs honoring those men and women inducted into the Fort Jackson Hall of Fame and a “Walk of Honor” featuring bricks engraved with the names and military service information of Centennial Park donors.

The Soldier’s Statue will be the primary focal point of Centennial Park. The large granite statue honors the men and women who serve our country as Soldiers in the world’s greatest Army.  Granite is the strongest natural material carved by man, and was used to symbolize the strength and integrity of the U.S. Army Soldier and the enduring legacy of Fort Jackson.

Two U.S. Army Drill Sergeant images were selected for the Soldier’s Statue because they best represent the role Fort Jackson, (the Gateway to the Army), fulfills in creating the foundation of the U.S. Army.  The statue honors their significant contribution in shaping America’s hero, the American Soldier. 

The base of the statue is a large, round granite core surrounded by seven columns, each representing one of the Army Values.  The cornerstone these values represent is symbolized by the 15-ton monolith supporting the monument. The monolith’s round shape emphasizes the Soldier’s never-ending devotion to these principles.

The Soldier’s Statue will stand as the enduring image the U.S. Army’s newest Soldiers, and their Family members, envision when they remember their time at Fort Jackson and in the great state of South Carolina. 
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Pavilion Recognition 
(Proposed) 
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Major General Charles  H. Barth 
Pavilion 

 
Wells Construction Company 

Salutes MG Barth’s honored service to 
Camp Jackson, the U.S. Army 

and the  
United States of America 
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The centerpieces of Centennial Park are the Wildcat Amphitheater overlooking the Soldier’s Statue.  With a 150-person capacity, the amphitheater will serve as the perfect venue for reenlistment, promotion and retirement ceremonies as well as marriages and other events. 

The amphitheater will be built in the shape of the Fort Jackson “Victory Starts Here” insignia. The amphitheater features granite and grass seating and will hold approximately 150 people. The amphitheater will be ideal for small military ceremonies or a quiet place for families to gather on graduation and Family days. The amphitheater will also serve as the perfect venue for reenlistment, promotion and retirement ceremonies, as well as marriages and other celebrations or events. 




Administration 
• GTTA established as a 501-C3 organization 
• Estimated project cost is $2.7 million 
• Donations from community members, veterans, 

patriots, area businesses, philanthropists, & defense 
contractors 

• Granite pavers for $99 (4”x 8”) & $199 (8”x 8”) 
• Website www.gatewaytothearmy.org 
• Facebook site 
• Groundbreaking fall 2016 
• Primary designer: Ron Clamp 
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We have a conceptual layout, but we need the help of the community, including businesses, patriots and veterans to raise more than $1 million to start construction in early 2017
 
We are asking for donations and are also selling personalized granite pavers that will be eternal reminders of those who served here and those who supported them. There are two size pavers, and there are also available miniature paver replicas that are appropriate for display on a desk or shelf.
 
We ask community members to go to our website or Facebook page to learn more and to donate. Just Google “Gateway to the Army”




http://www.gatewaytothearmy.org


GTTA Board 
• CSM (ret) Marty Wells, president 
• Bill Eisele, vice president 
• Col. (ret) Sam Brick, secretary 
• Col. (ret) Gene Gordon, treasurer 
• Maj. Gen (ret) George Goldsmith 
• Maj. Gen. (ret) Abe Turner 
• Dan Hennigan, executive officer 
• Tom Sliker 
• Col. (ret) Bryan Hilferty 
• CSM (ret) Ron Friday (not pictured) 
• Ted Stambolitis (not pictured) 
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The community members coordinating this effort are incorporated as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit and are led by a former Cmd. Sgt. Major and include a former post commander




GTTA Honorary Board 
• GEN (ret) Fred Woerner, SOUTHCOM & History board 
• Sgt. Maj. of the Army (ret) Jack Tilley 
• Sherriff Leon Lott, Richland County Sheriff 
• Mayor Steve Benjamin 
• Jennifer Harding, Russell & Jeffcoat Realtors 
• Alex English, NBA Hall of Famer 
• Joe Pinner, TV Personality 
• Otis Rawl, President/CEO, Lexington Chamber of Commerce 
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Our honorary board includes GEN (ret) Fred Woerner, SMA (Ret) Jack Tilley, Sherriff Leon Lott, and our own local NBA Hall of Famer Alex English




Centennial Park 
Corporate Sponsors 
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A centennial park will be concrete testimony to the Midland’s commitment to Fort Jackson and to the military
 
This will improve the quality of life of the soldiers, families, and civilians who work and live there,  and the thousands of trainees and their family members who experience the post each year

This landscaped green space will be a centerpiece of the post: a great place for soldier events, and for families to congregate when here for the weekly graduation
 
We want those thousands of trainees and their families who are only here for a short time to be left with a magnificent impression of the post and the community

*note that the Secretary of the Army will select the specific name for this gift





Centennial Park 
In-Kind Sponsors 
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A centennial park will be concrete testimony to the Midland’s commitment to Fort Jackson and to the military
 
This will improve the quality of life of the soldiers, families, and civilians who work and live there,  and the thousands of trainees and their family members who experience the post each year

This landscaped green space will be a centerpiece of the post: a great place for soldier events, and for families to congregate when here for the weekly graduation
 
We want those thousands of trainees and their families who are only here for a short time to be left with a magnificent impression of the post and the community

*note that the Secretary of the Army will select the specific name for this gift





Sponsor Recognition 

Gateway to the Army Association 

• Corporate name and logo to be placed on the Centennial Park 
“Title Stone” 

 
• Corporate logo and link to corporate website will be displayed 

(and meta tagged/indexed) as a link on GTTA's website 
 

• Periodic iHeart Media PSAs mentioning sponsors  
  
• Corporate name and logo place on a 8X8 commemorative brick 

conspicuously placed on our “Pathway of Patriots”.  
  
•  Regular notice on our social media posts 
  
• Corporate name and logo place in our printed material such as 

invitations, programs, brochures etc. 
  
 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ready to donate or to volunteer to help find sponsors?

At least, like our Facebook page and buy a paver.



Sponsor Recognition 
Cont. 

Gateway to the Army Association 

  
• Corporate name and logo placed in our newspaper 

advertisements  
 
• Corporate name will be featured in a official news 

release to all electronic and print media in South 
Carolina 

  
• Corporation will be recognized at all GTTA events and 

activities  
  
• Invitation to and recognition at the Centennial Park 

dedication 
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Ready to donate or to volunteer to help find sponsors?

At least, like our Facebook page and buy a paver.



How Columbia  
City Council Can Help 

Gateway to the Army Association 

•  Provide $500,000 over 3 years for the 
 construction of Centennial Park 
   
•  Talk About Centennial Park in Your  
Work Places and Community 
 
• Help GTTAA Identify Potential 
Partners 
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Ready to donate or to volunteer to help find sponsors?

At least, like our Facebook page and buy a paver.



Questions? 
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