City of Columbia
A Proclamation

WHEREAS, in 1990, Darrin Thomas, and his former partner, Gerry McCants, founded Thomas-McCants Media,
Incorporated — known throughout the southeast market as Black Pages USA; and

WHEREAS, Black Pages USA was founded with the specific purpose of introducing minority-owned businesses to
the community through advertisements, features and highlights, and informative articles; and

WHEREAS, Black Pages South's mission is to encourage, support, and facilitate economic empowerment of the

African American community through the development of a strategic local business network,
educational initiatives, and communication ventures; and

WHEREAS, in 2008, Mr. Darrin Thomas formed Thomas Media Group, LLC and established Columbia, South
Carolina as the corporate office for S.C. Black Pages. There are currently offices located in Greenville,
Charleston and Jacksonville, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the publication has become a major, and sought-after, source of relevant information on which the
community depend; and

WHEREAS, SC Black Pages is celebrating 25 years of Educating, Enlightening and Empowering the community;
and

WHEREAS, the City of Columbia thanks Thomas Media Group, LLC for their many years of service and
dedication to the City of Columbia.

NOW, THEREFORE I, Stephen K. Benjamin, Mayor of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, along with my fellow
members of Columbia City Council, do hereby proclaim August 16, 2016 as

South Carolina Black Pages Day

in the great City of Columbia and urge my fellow citizens to recognize and participate in its observance.
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