
ORDINANCE NO.: 2016-031 

Ordinance Granting Consent to Application for Franchise for Cable Service and Setting Franchise Fee 
(South Carolina Telecommunications Group Holdings, LLC) 

WHEREAS, Article 8, Section 15 of the Constitution of the State of South Carolina provides, among other things, 
that no law shall be passed by the General Assembly granting the right to a utility to construct and operate lines and facilities 
in public street or on public property "without first obtaining the consent of the governing body of the municipality in 
control of the streets or public places proposed to be occupied for any such or like purpose"; and, 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly by 2006 Act 288 (known as the "South Carolina Competitive Cable Services 
Act") has imposed a system of a State-issued Certificate of Franchise Authority ("COFA") under which a cable service 
provider may designate by application to the Secretary of State those municipalities in which the provider wishes to 
operate, and the municipality so designated, within the period of time after notice from the Secretary of State as set out in 
S.C. Code Section 58-12-310, is to advise the Secretary of State whether the municipality consents to the COFA or denies 
consent; and, 

WHEREAS, S.C. Code Section 5-7-260(4) requires that the municipal council act by ordinance in granting, 
renewing or extending a franchise; and 

WHEREAS, the Council has determined, in the exercise of its lawful discretion and authority, to grant its consent 
to a franchise and to the application for a COFA for the applicant, NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Columbia this _ day of ____ , 2016, as 
follows: 

1. The Council, as the municipal governing body, consents to the application of South Carolina 
Telecommunications Group Holdings, LLC (copy attached) to operate cable service within the City of Columbia. 

2. The maximum franchise fee rate allowed by controlling law shall apply to the applicant's provisions of 
cable service within the City. City Council reserves all rights to impose an on the applicant all ad valorem taxes, service 
fees, sales tax, or other taxes and fees lawfully imposed or to be imposed on other businesses within the City. 

3. All rights of the City under Article 8, Section 15 of the Constitution of the State of South Carolina, under 
State law (including the South Carolina Competitive Cable Services Act), and under any superseding Federal law are 
specifically reserved. 

This Ordinance shall be effective from the date of final reading. 

Requested by: 

Assistant City Manager Palen 

Approved by: 

City Manager 

Approved as to form: 

~r07~~~~ 
bP1Jt}ICity Attorney 
Introduced: 
Final Reading: 

Last revised: 4/19/2016 
16030611 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

City Clerk 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR STATE-ISSUED CERTIFICATE 
OF FRANCHISE AUTHORITY AND REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Pursuant to S.C. Code Section 58-12-310(C), the Secretary of State hereby notifies you that: 
On March 16. 2016, South Carolina Telecommunications Group Holdings. LLC filed an application with 
this Office for a state-issued certificate of franchise authority or an application to amend a certificate of 
franchise authority to provide cable or video service in your area. Attached is a copy of the application 
including a description of the area(s) to be served. 

You must complete and return this form to the Office of the Secretary of State within sixty-five (65) days 
from the date of this request. This form must be received by the Secretary of State's Office no later than 
May 20. 2016. 

1. What is the franchise fee rate imposed on the incumbent cable or video service provider, if any, 
as of the date of the application or amended application? 

'~lu<.-l'51<>) ~u.J 
2. How many public, educational, and governmental (PEG) access channels does your municipality 

or county have activated under the incumbent cable or video provider's franchise agreement on 
the date of the application or amended application? 

bfU_ Lt) 
3. Does your municipality or county consent to the state-issued certificate of franchise authority 

sought in the application or amended application? 

p Yes. 

D No. 

If your municipality or county does not consent to the authority sought, you must provide an 
explanation of the reasons for the denial of the requested consent. 

Date_4.....__1~--'(2:::..>D~/L_2=-0""'""'I,___,Y,,__ __ 
Sign e of Ch1ef Execut1ve of C1ty or County 

'\'.uv:x;., ~ .U)l $01\ 
Type or Print Name 

Address 

~>\urxili~ £c a~ 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION Form Revised by South Carolina Secretary of State January 2014 
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FILING INSTRUCTIONS 

1. This completed form must be returned to the Secretary of State within sixty-five (65) calendar days of the 
date of the request. 

2. If the space in this form is insufficient, please attach additional sheets containing a reference to the 
appropriate paragraph in this form. 

3. Return to: Secretary of State 
Attn: Cable Franchise Division 
1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 525 
Columbia, SC 29201 

SPECIAL NOTES 

PURSUANT TO STATE LAW, A PERSON OR ENTITY SEEKING TO PROVIDE CABLE OR VIDEO 
SERVICE MUST HAVE A CERTIFICATE OF FRANCHISE AUTHORITY, EITHER AN EXISTING 
CERTIFICATE ISSUED BY A LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER PRIOR LAW, OR UPON EXPIRATION 
OF THAT CERTIFICATE ISSUED BY A LOCAL GOVERNMENT, A STATE-ISSUED CERTIFICATE OF 
FRANCHISE AUTHORITY ISSUED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE UNDER S.C. CODE OF LAWS 
§58-12-310(B). 

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §58-12-310(B)(3), A HOLDER OF A STATE-ISSUED CERTIFICATE OF 
FRANCHISE AUTHORITY MUST BEGIN TO DEPLOY SERVICE IN EACH OF THE MUNICIPALITIES 
AND IN EACH OF THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF COUNTIES DESCRIBED IN THE 
APPLICATION WITHIN ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF ISSUANCE OR THE CERTIFICATE 
BECOMES NULL AND VOID. 

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §58-12-310(K), THE HOLDER OF A STATE-ISSUED CERTIFICATE OF 
FRANCHISE AUTHORITY MUST GIVE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION TO A MUNICIPALITY OR COUNTY 
OF THE DATE IT WILL ACTUALLY BEGIN PROVIDING SERVICE IN ANY PART OF SUCH 
MUNICIPALITY OR COUNTY. 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION Form Revised by South Carolina Secretary of State January 2014 



' STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

9
-~--_, 

' 

I 
' . I 

APPLICATION FOR A STATE-ISSUED 
CERTIFICATE OF FRANCHISE AUTHORITY 

MAR 1 6 2016 

SC SECRETARY 
QeSTATE 

Pursuant to state law. a JX"r&an or entity seeking to provide cable or video scrv1ce must have a certifiCate of 
franchise authority. either an existing certificate issued by a local government under prior law, or upon 

expiration of that certificate issued by a local go~rnment, a state-issued certifie2te of franchi~ authonty 
issued by the Secretary of State under S.C. Code of Laws §58-12..310(6). 

TYPE OR PRINT CUiARL Y WITH BLACK IN~ 

Pursuant to S C Code Sect1on 58-12-31 0. the undersigned hereby applies for authorization to 
prov1ae cable or video serv1ce in the state of South Carolina 

South Carolina Tt:lecommunications Group Holdings LLC 
1. The name of the applicant is--------------------------

2. 

4 

Tr1e apohcant is providing 0 Cable SeMce OR 0 Video Serv1ce 

1500 Hanpton Sroot 
The street address of the applicant is _________ __,-------------

str~t Ad:2ress 

Achlc:nd 29201 

Coun~y State Z1;> Code 

1500 Hampton Street. Columbia. SC 29201 
The mailmg address of the applicant 1s ______________________ _ 

The municipalities and unincorporated areas of count1es that are proposed to be served by the 
applicant are to be described in ttle accompanymg Affidavit 1n Support of State-Issued Certificate 
of Franchise Authority. For eact1 of the municipalities and umncorpora1ed areas of counties so 
descnbed. provide the name, address and telephone number for the person to whom the Notice 
of Appl1cat1on for a State-Issued Certificate of Franchise Au1hority should be provided 

~.AUiliC:I~ .. 11::y.A.-c·.:l t~umc &. T::lt.. 

$(l{: Exhibit A anached hereto_ 
Telephone r-.o 

E>cp.ranon [).)tc of 
Current Franchise 

(if applicable) 



5 Thts application ts accompantecl by an afftdavrt stgned by an officer or general partner of the 
apphcant and fee as re-qu1red b~' S C Code Section 58-12-31 0(8) 

or r:~neral P. neor., Sl£1nat.Jrc 

f>r.utl. ).. 
..,.,,:>e or Pn~: 1~ame 
: 500 Hampton Stree1 

Ad:trcs.s 
Columbia. South Carolina 29201 

~~!;;phone Numbe· 

f" om· Re1~sed by 5ou:r. Carolma 
Sccr<-lary ol Stak: Aprii 20!3 



AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION 
~OR S-:-ATE-ISSUED CERTIFIC.t.,TE OF FRANCHISE AUTHORITY 

PERSONALLY appeared before me the un.jerstgned who being duly swom accordmg to law. 

deposes and sa~·s or~ oath 

My namr. 1s (;,..,_,r/..7 A Ce1 f'/ and my trtletposrt•on 1s __ _ 

(_ , 1 I S C Telemmmunicat1ons Group Holdings. L1 Th ffild ,,... -
__ _:_,___:_ ____________ Of . IS a aYit IS 

t1ased upon ~ny per:;onal knowledge of the facts C'A'mlame::l 1n the Application for S1ate-lssued Certificate 

of Franchise AuttlOrity and th1s affidavn I cert1ty and attirm that all such tads are true and correct. I affirm 

that the applicant a~•rees to comply wrth ali applicable federal and state laws and regulations. 

In thts application the applicant seeic.s :o provtde c.;able or video services in the following areas: 

Adll<rld COunty SJuth c:Johna 

C1ty of Columb:a South Carolina 

rvmttE-~ :x-s..cn::>':'.or of t'le "lun;Clpaltbc:. ana u:ltnc.:>r;>orate::J area" or !he cour.he5 to be ~rved m whole or m part. 
t. 1'1a:: 01 olhe· 9'a:>:-11r represen!3ttO:l mav SUD;>iClK n! bu: r~~t subs.mut" for. the W!'lt:~n CU>sc.-tpbon ) 

The pnnCJpal place of business for the apphcant 1S located at 1500 t-ia'npton 3reet 

Columbia ::C 29201 

Tt1e pnncrpal executive officers of the applicant are 

ri3rre 6. Trtie 4d::lre~-s ~clcpnonc r~o. 

Robert M. Keane 1500 Hampton Street. Columbta, SC 29201 (803)726-8301 

Timothy Gever 1500 Hampton Street. Columbia. SC 29201 (803)726-4493 

Dated thts \ ~ ~~ 

SVVOR!\: to and subscribed before me ttlis 
\'(, """"' day of 'N\Q.v-C'v-. ~·01/:::, 

~oehiDC£ Trpe o: ?nnt a~ ( 

Notary Publtc tor boc.?-±::v-. Ce..v-o\ ~~ 1 SUO Hampton Street 

My Commrs~ro.n Exprres O&t/ O"T \.9.0 (q 
,,,,, 

': '/·/ 

-"'d-ess 
c:olumbta, South Carohna 29201 

, .. , ..... ,, 



Exhibit A to Application for a State-Issued Certificate of Franchise Authority 
for South Carolina Telecommunications Group Holdings, LLC 

4. 

Municipality I Area Name & Title Address Telephone Expiration Date 
Number of Current 

Franchise (is 
applicable) 

Richland County, Tony McDonald, P.O. Box 192 (803) 576-2050 N/A 
South Carolina County Columbia, SC 

Administrator 29202 

With a copy to: P.O. Box 192 (803) 576-2070 
Larry C. Smith, Columbia, SC 
County Attorney 29202 

City of Columbia, Teresa Wilson, P.O. Box 147 (803) 545-3026 N/A 
South Carolina City Manager Columbia, SC 

29217 

With a copy to: P.O. Box 667 (803) 545-4242 
Shari Ardis, Office Columbia, SC 
of the City 29202 
Attorney 


